
Highlights for Providers

Go-live August 1, 2026

Epic Beaker Go-Live Overview



Take-home points
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▪ What is Beaker? 

▪ Epic's Integrated Lab Information System (LIS) for inpatient (hospital lab) testing

▪ Replaces Cerner (for lab test info) and Medicopia (for label printing)

▪ Go-Live is August 1

▪ What changes for Physicians and APPs with Epic Beaker

✓ New push notifications of critical lab results being sent to nurses on treatment team 

✓ New process for adding on labs to existing specimens

✓ New look to inpatient lab testing ordering windows

✓ New visualization of status of lab testing

✓ New ED workflow for “Rainbow Draws” – each tube now needs an order/label

▪ What will not change August 1

❖ Test results should display in the same places in Results Review

❖ Most preference lists (retired orders will disappear from personal favorites, a few new orders to add to favorites)



Physician and APP Experience with Beaker

Understanding Lab Orders, Collection, and Add-ons



Critical Lab Notifications workflow 
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1. New push notification of a critical result is sent all RNs signed in to patient’s 

Treatment Team when a critical result is finalized; no notifications will be 

sent to providers for now

2. Any of the recipients can click Acknowledge and workflow is complete 

(acknowledging user should follow usual processes to take action on the lab 

result, e.g. contact the covering provider)

3. If none of the recipients clicks Acknowledge within 10 minutes, the lab will 

call the patient unit as they do now

4. Any recipient can forward the notification to another user’s Secure Chat, but 

nursing Beaker training discourages this since Secure Chat is not supposed 

to be used for time-sensitive issues

5. The list of critical test/result combinations is not changing

Critical Result InBasket

Notification as seen on Haiku 

Critical result push 

notification as seen 

on Epic desktop 



Acknowledging Critical Results
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All users who receive the notification will be able to see if anyone else has 

already clicked Acknowledge



Critical Results and Secure Chat
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Nurses who receive the notification can forward it to other users via Secure Chat. 

The recipient can Acknowledge from the Secure Chat message



New workflow for adding on lab tests to existing specimens
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Beaker knows if there is an existing specimen.

(A specimen collected flag will appear)

The new order will ask you if you want to use 

the existing specimen.



Consequently, lab ordering window will look different

▪ Current 

▪ Future
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Where you currently 

add-on a lab test

No longer need the 

“Priority” question; 

Epic will show you 

what specimens are 

available to which you 

can add labs. “Stat” 

added to “Frequency” 

question



Lab test now has a status tracking visualization
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Beaker provides Lab Test statuses:

1. Test Ordered

2. Specimen Collected

3. Specimen Received in Lab

4. Final Result



ED “Rainbow Draws” – all tubes need order and label

10

Rainbow Draw Orders will be removed 

from the Nurse Initiate Order Sets

Colored Tube Orders will be added to 

the Quick Orders List

Nurses will select the tube colors in the 

Adult Quick Orders and Beaker Lab 

labels will print (providers usually will 

not need to place these orders)



Trauma “Rainbow Draws” – all tubes need order and label
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Rainbow Draw Orders will be removed 

from the Nurse Initiate Order Sets

A single Rainbow Tube Labs order will 

be added to the Critical Care Quick 

Orders List

Nurses will select click the Rainbow 

Tube Labs order and this will 

automatically order all colored tubes 

and print labels (providers usually will 

not need to place these orders). 



Beaker Cutover and Go-Live Plan

What to Expect



Cutover timeline:  August 1
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12:01 AM: Beaker Cutover 

Begins

▪ IT performs final system 

checks and migrates 

background records 

▪ Lab runs final Cerner-

interfaced tests before order 

downtime. 

▪ Epic Help Desk available 

24/7 — contact information 

will be distributed pre-go-live

3:00 AM: Order Downtime Begins 

(1 hour)

▪ Physicians and APPs CANNOT 

place orders in Epic between 

3:00–4:00 AM

▪ STAT orders follow current 

downtime procedures.

4:00 AM — Legacy is Live        on 
Beaker

▪ All orders and instruments route 
to Beaker

▪ Physicians and APPs can place 
orders

▪ Collections use Beaker Labels

▪ Expect slightly longer lab 
turnaround times in the first 48–72 
hours as staff adapts

▪ If you have saved personal lab 
order defaults, please review 
and update them after go-live.



More information will be shared throughout July
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▪ A high-level overview will also be shared at the 

LMG provider forum on July 9

▪ More details about go-live will be shared in the 

July Med Staff, LHP, LMG, Nursing Matters and 

NACs newsletters

▪ Beaker Sharepoint site will be updated with 

resources including:

▪ FAQs 

▪ A recorded version of a detailed presentation

▪ A list of orders

▪ Inpatient Reference Ranges and Critical Values

Epic Beaker

https://legacyhealth.sharepoint.com/sites/Laboratory/SitePages/Epic-Beaker.aspx
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