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BD Vacutainer Order of Draw 
When drawing blood directly or transferring from a syringe into vacutainer tubes, it is extremely important to follow the 
specified order of draw.  Some tubes have either liquid or powdered anticoagulants or powdered glass.  If drawn out of 
order, test results can be significantly different or incorrect.  For example, a lavender top EDTA tube has potassium as part 
of the anticoagulant and the EDTA also acts by binding up calcium.  If drawn before a chemistry tube the resulting 
potassium can show as critically elevated and the calcium as critically low. 

 


